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27th May 2020 

 
Covid 19 – Plan for phased wider opening of the academy for Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y6 children 

 
Dear Parent/Carers, 

 
I would like to start by thanking you all for your support and understanding dealing with the challenging 
circumstances that we have found ourselves to be in during the last nine weeks. We appreciate the support that you 
continue to give your children in dealing with the uncertainties of these unprecedented times. Unfortunately, these 
difficulties and challenges are set to continue – and we now find ourselves in a new phase. 
 
I am writing to you today to outline our plans for a phased wider re-opening of school in line with the Government’s 
current recommendations. These decisions have been made in consultation with the Academy Trust, Governors, 
senior leaders and staff - using the detailed guidance which we have received from the Government / DfE, SAGE 
and County Durham Local Authority.  
Last week, we asked parents of children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to indicate their intentions through 
a survey – and via the dojo system. This gave us an idea as to the numbers of young people we would need to 
safely manage going forwards. This was also a difficult task for many of you – given the conflicting messages and 
advice that we hear of in the media – and also given the uncertainty of what we could offer in terms of provision. 
Hopefully you will now have more clarity here. 
 
This task has not been an easy one; the safety of all our children, their families, wider families and friends has been 
at the forefront of our deliberations. New updated guidance continues to arrive, the most recent of which - on 
opening for Early Years children in Nursery and Reception - did so on Sunday afternoon. Detailed guidance on 
cleaning was only received last Friday. As you will be aware, the Government’s final decision on schools’ wider 
opening will also not be made until Thursday 28th May. 
 
After detailed discussions – and in consideration of the Government’s instruction to prioritise the youngest year 
groups ahead of Year 6, to the local picture in terms of rates of infection within County Durham and the Local 
Authority recommendation for schools to follow SAGE advice – it has been agreed that school will begin a safe 
phased return to pupils in priority year groups from Monday 15th June as follows:- 
- Week beginning Monday 15th June – Reception and Year 1 children only Monday to Tuesday inclusively. 
- Week beginning Monday 22nd June - Reception and Year 1 children only Monday to Thursday inclusively plus 

Nursery* and Year 6 children only Monday to Tuesday inclusively. 
- Week beginning Monday 29thJune – Reception, Year 1, Nursery* and Year 6 children only Monday to 

Thursday inclusively. 
- NB – the Critical Worker Group will continue to run Monday to Friday weekly. 
Please note that the academy will be closed every Friday to all pupils (except those in the Critical Worker Group) to 
ensure that additional cleaning can take place.  
 
                                *Please note that Nursery provision will be for a morning session only. 
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This phased wider opening programme will give the academy sufficient time to ensure that the school building is fully 
prepared and deep cleaned for the safest possible return. 
 
If your child is in Reception or Year 1 class, we ask you to ring the main school office to confirm you wish for your 
child to take their place from wb 15th June by Wednesday 3rd June 3pm at the latest. 
If your child is in Nursery or Year 6 class, we ask you to ring the main school office to confirm you wish for your child 
to take their place from wb 22nd June also by Wednesday 3rd June 3pm at the latest. 
 
If your child currently attends the Critical Worker Group (and is a child in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or Year 6), it 
is recommended that you contact the school to discuss the best grouping for your child going forwards – as children 
will not be able to move across teaching groups from Monday 15th June. 
 
Please note that if your child has a specific medical condition or personal needs, we will need to arrange a Care Plan 
Meeting to manage the risks around your child returning to school prior to their start. 
 
Further Information / Frequently Asked Questions:- 
 

• Children will be grouped into ‘bubbles’ of no more than 8, socially distanced (2 metres apart). We will keep the 
same pupils and staff together to lower the risk of infection spread. Rooms have been ‘stripped down’.     
Children may not be with their usual classteacher. 

• If the number of children returning to school exceeds the number of spaces available in the ‘bubbles’, a rota 
system will need to be implemented in order to accommodate numbers. 

• Each bubble will arrive at the beginning of the school day and leave at the end of the school day at a staggered 
time to ease congestion and support social distancing. Drop-off and collection points will also be different for 
each bubble for the same reason. Please note that times will be strictly adhered to and that a child who 
arrives late will, unfortunately, not be admitted on to the school site for that day.                                      
NB - Information regarding timings and collection points will be shared nearer to 15th June. 

• All children must be brought to school and collected each day by only 1 adult. (This can be a different person in 
the morning to the afternoon).  

• Parents will not be permitted to enter the school building without prior arrangement and only in exceptional 
circumstances. 

• All children should come in freshly laundered clothing daily. No school uniform is required. 

• All children should bring a full, named water bottle for their own personal use daily. 

• Those children in Year 6 bringing packed lunches should have their box clearly named. 

• We advise that all water bottles and lunch boxes are thoroughly washed / wiped over with anti-bacterial spray 
when children arrive home. 

• Although the Government does not advise the use of PPE, we will allow children to wear face-masks etc should 
parents wish them to do so. 

• Staff will wear PPE if a child has personal needs that need attending to ie. nappy-changing. Children will need to 
be gently made aware of this by parents in advance please. 

• All pupils will be supervised to handwash thoroughly at the beginning of every day and at points during the 
course of the day. 
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• Parents whose children are in Reception and Year 1 will be entitled to a packed lunch through the Universal Free 
School Meals provision. 

• Parents who have been in receipt of Free School Meal vouchers will have their vouchers ceased and the school 
kitchen will provide their child / children’s packed lunch daily. 

• The academy will reserve the right to remove the offer of a place in school to any child who is found not to be 
socially distancing outside of school hours (playing out with groups of friends etc) as this could potentially 
introduce infection. 

• Similarly, any child who knowingly does not comply with social distancing whilst they are within the school 
building will also automatically forfeit their place. 

 
With regard to learning – both at home and in-school:- 
Please be aware that children will not be attending school to ‘catch-up’ with the curriculum/direct teaching they have 
missed. Unfortunately, due to changes in the school day, social distancing measures, classroom layouts and staffing 
arrangements this will not be realistic to achieve. Staff will spend the majority of their time settling children back into 
school emotionally and socially - and re-newing positive learning habits – with an emphasis on enjoyment as far as 
possible. They will be supporting children with a focus on PSHE (personal, social and health education). 
Home learning tasks will still be provided for those children not attending school – regardless of their year group. 
 
What to do now:- 
If you have a child in Reception, Year 1, Nursery or Year 6 and you would like them to return to school following the 
timetable outlined above, please contact the main office by Wednesday 3rd June as advised above. 
If your child is currently in one of these year groups and is currently attending school as a member of the Critical 
Worker Group and you have questions about the options open to you, please contact the main office to speak about 
your circumstances specifically. 
If you have a child in Year 2, Year 3, Year 4 or Year 5, please continue to access the on-line learning prepared for 
you by our home-learning staff team. 
 
I will contact all parents in Reception, Year 1, Nursery and Year 6 wishing to return their children for the remainder of 
the school year to firm up arrangements during the week beginning 8th June. 
 
A further update for parents of children of all age groups will follow shortly thereafter. 
 
All staff are currently completing end-of-year reports for your children – and these will be sent out to parents during 
the week beginning 6th July. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
 
Mrs. A. Pybus-Coates and all staff 
Headteacher                                                     
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