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Is it ever right to invade?  
Children begin by learning about the Geography of the UK and use this knowledge to identify 

Roman features still seen today.  This will lead into learning about the Romans and why they 

came to the NE.  Children will discuss what we still have today which we have inherited from the 

Roman Invasion.  Children will link this learning to the Northumbrians and an exploration of 

Anglo Saxons considering how they changed the NE after the Romans.  They will consider times 

in History when Britain invaded other countries and what this has given to us in Modern Day 

Britain.  Finally we look at Human invasion of natural spaces and how animals invade.  They 

will use all of their learning to discuss when it is and is not right invade, both in our daily lives 

and globally.  
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Chilton Academy  

Year 4 Curriculum Learning Enquiry and Skills Overview  
 Science History Geography Art  DT Computing RE / SMSC Music / MFL PE 

Autumn States of Matter -  
How do you make a 

cloud? 
Conclusions   

Why did the Romans 
march through 

Durham? 

What do maps tell 
us about the past?  

Are maps a piece of 
visual art?  

Would you apply 
your toppings 

before or after the 
cake has cooled? 

Scratch  
How can we use 

computing to plan a 
journey for a Roman 

Soldier? 

How and Why do 

religious people 

show care for 

others? 

Why do Christians 

call Jesus the light of 

the world?  

Music Express 
units: 
Around the world 
Communication 

Christmas Concert & 

performances 

MFL – Playtime / 

Sport 

Mini Tennis 2, 
Partner Work, 

Skittles Basketball, 
On the Attack 

Spring Sound – How can 
we change the 

sounds we create?  
Results  

Electricity – How 
can we use 

electricity to make 
sounds?  

Predictions 

How did the Anglo-
Saxons change 

Northumberland 
following the Roman 

Invasion?   
Where did Henry VII 
and VIII invade and 

why?  

 Celtic Art Musical Instruments 

How can our design 
impact on the sound 

our instrument 
makes? 

Publisher – Fact 
Page on Henry VIII 

What do Christians 
believe about Jesus?  
Why is Lent an 
important period 
for Christians? 

 

Music Express 
units: 
In the Past 

Food and Drink 

Tudor Composers: 

Thomas Tallis and 

William Byrd.Easter 

Concert & 

performances 

MFL – My Home / 

My town 

On the Attack 
Football, Swimming, 

Where Am I?, 
What’s so funny? 

Summer  LT and H – Is it ever 
right for Humans to 
take from the land? 

A and H -  
How are food chains 
affected by human 

invasion? 
Explanation / 

method  

 Natural Distasters – 
Where do we find 

volcanoes and 
Earthquakes?  

Natural Sculptures – 
How can we use the 
natural to make art?  

Taste of Bread 
Can we make a 

bread suitable for a 
main course and a 

desert? 

Publisher – create a 
food chain poster  

What can we learn 
about the Christian 
faith through 
studying the life of 
the Northern 
Saints? 
What can we learn 
about Faith 
communities in 
County Durham? 

Music Express 
units: 
Environment 

Recycling 

Time 

Music through the 

ages:: Medieval & 

Renaissance 

MFL – Describing 

People – The Body 

Zone Cricket, 
Running, Throwing 

and Jumping 
Challenge, Arc 

Rounders 

Topics highlighted in this colour are the main learning focus for the term and should have extended time spent on them.   
Numbers identified in red link to a Separate Skills Document and should be the focus of Teaching and Learning.  

These subjects (where possible) should be linked within contexts, however subject specific skills should remain the focus for learning.  

These subjects stand-alone within the Year Groups’ Learning Journey.  
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 Year 4 - Is it ever right to invade? 

Overview: 

 

 

 

Geography – What do maps tell us about the 

past? 

Using maps, children explore the human and 

physical geography of the UK.  Where are the 

major UK cities and why are they in the locations 

they are?  Children use the maps to locate places 

and use them to find H and P features around 

Chilton.  Children explore a Roman town and use 

the map to answer – What can we still see from 

the Roman Empire in a major Roman city? Why 

have NE towns developed where they have? 

Starting with Roman Roads etc. 

History – The Kingdom of Northumbria – How did 

the Anglo-Saxons change Northumberland 

following the Roman Invasion?   

Henry invades – Henry VII and VIII invaded 

different countries – where and why?  What did 

these Invasions do for Britain?  How did these 

monarchs change Britain for the better / worse?   

SCIENCE - Natural Invasion  

Living things and their Habitats - Is it right for 

humans to take from the land? Children explore 

land use including different types of farming.  

Land use around Chilton and how the Human 

impact (positive and negative) is effecting 

environmental change and habitats.  They look at 

how the human and environmental change is 

impacting on natural food chains through litter, 

deforestation and population.  They learn about 

habitats and sort plants and animals. Children 

explore digestion of the food we eat including 

teeth.  What is the difference between the teeth 

of a herbivore, omnivore and carnivore? What 

causes most a damage to human teeth within 

food and drinks? Including natural sugars. Look at 

sugar content in drinks. 

Children look at how land is used when near 

volcanoes or earthquake zones. How does this 

impact on how the land is used?  

Animals including Humans – as we invade and use 

the land to create food, how does this impact on 

natural food chains?  

 

Other Topic Subject Coverage: History – Why did the Romans march through 

Britain?  Explore Roman life and why they invaded 

and settled in the NE.  

Science – States of matter – link to Geography 

(Water Cycle) How do you make a cloud – can you 

make a cloud in a jar? When making a cake, which 

materials’ states will alter?  

Art – Calendars – Map art – using a map of a 

Roman town, children create a colourful image 

using white candles and bright paint  

Design Technology – Cake Baking – design a cake 

with a filling of their choice.  Would you apply 

Science - Sound – children link to history learning 

and DT to make a Tudor musical instrument. How 

does the thickness of an elastic band effect the 

sound?  How does the length of the stretch of the 

band effect the sound? Which instrument made 

the most effective sound and why? 

Electricity –Linking to sound, when making an 

electric guitar, would an increase of batteries 

increase the sound of a buzzer? Which materials 

would be safest to use of electric instrument to 

ensure it was insulated? 

Art – Celtic art linked to Northumberland  

Geography -  Map work of the land use around 

Chilton. Children make own maps and compare to 

OS  

Volcanoes and Earthquakes  

Art – using different media to create UK habitats 

in 3D 

Design Technology – food – making bread with 

different flavours to link to Geography farming. 

Picking fruit and using it in recipes 

Computing – Publisher – use to create a food 

chain   
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your toppings before or after the cake has 

cooled? Science Link 

Computing – Scratch – chart the journey the 

Romans made from their Empire to the UK.  

Design Technology - Design and make a simple 

musical instrument to link with science and 

history. Can children then include an electrical 

switch in order to add sound of a buzzer?  

Computing – Publisher – create a poster for 

Henry VIII facts 

Ongoing E-Safety  Appreciate how search results are selected; understand the opportunities computer networks offer for communication; identify a range of ways to report 

concerns about content; recognise acceptable / unacceptable behaviour  (see additional Long Term Map)  

Discrete Coverage:  RE / SMSC - How and Why do religious people 

show care for others? 
Why do Christians call Jesus the light of the world? 
PE – Mini Tennis 2, Partner Work, Skittles 

Basketball, On the Attack 
Music - Around the world  -Musical focus: Pitch  
Subject link: Geography  

Communication  - Musical focus: Composition  
Subject link: English 

Christmas Concert & performances 

MFL – Playtime / Sport 

RE / SMSC - What do Christians believe about Jesus?  

Why is Lent an important period for Christians? 
PE – On the Attack Football, Swimming, Where Am I?, 

What’s so funny? 
Music - In the past  - Musical focus: Notation 
Subject link: PE  

Tudor Composers: Thomas Tallis and William Byrd 

Food and drink - Musical focus: Performance  
Subject link: DT  

Easter Concert & performances 

MFL – My Home / My town 

RE / SMSC - What can we learn about the Christian 

faith through studying the life of the Northern 
Saints? 
What can we learn about Faith communities in 
County Durham? 
PE - Zone Cricket, Running, Throwing and Jumping 

Challenge, Arc Rounders 
Music - Environment  - Focus: Composition  
Subject link: Science  

Recycling - Focus: Structure. Subject link: Art  
Time - Musical focus: Beat. Subject link: Maths  
Music through the ages: Medieval & Renaissance 

MFL – Describing People – The Body  

Texts / Non Fiction Fiction - A Year Full of Stories 

The Lost Happy Endings  

Non-Fiction Explanation text – What Roman 

evidence can we still see today?  

Newspaper Article – Roman Invasion 

Fiction - How to Live Forever 

The Tree in the Courtyard 

Non-Fiction Report Henry VIII impact on Modern 

Britain 

 

Fiction – Journey  

Poetry – Volcanoes  

Non-Fiction Information leaflet on Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes  

Mathematics Coverage  Place Value (4 weeks) 
+ / - (3 weeks) 
Length and Perimeter (1 week) 
x / ÷ (3 weeks) 

x / ÷ (3 weeks) 
Area (1 week) 
Fractions (4weeks) 
Decimals (3weeks)  

Decimals (2 weeks) 
Money (2 weeks) 
Time (1 week) 
Statistics (2 weeks) 
Properties of Shape (3 weeks) 
Position and Direction (1 weeks) 

Trips / Enrichment  Binchester Roman fort  Trip to Holy Island  Visit to a farm / fruit farm  

 


